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ORIGIN, DURATION AND OUTCOME OF THE WAR. 

BY DB, W. J. LEYDS, EUEOPEAN AGENT OF THE SOUTH AEMCAN 

REPUBLIC. 



[The official duties of Dr. Leyds are so exacting that he was obliged 
to decline the request of the Editor for a comprehensive article. He 
consented, however, to dictate answers to such questions as he might 
consider pertinent. These questions and answers follow.— Editor 
N. A. R.] 



Q. How long do you think the war will last ? 

A. That depends upon many circumstances we cannot yet 
foresee. It may, however, be considered certain that should the 
real war be unsuccessful from the Boer point of view, guerilla war- 
fare would ensue, which would last extremely long. 

Q. Are the finances of the Kepublic in such a state as to per- 
mit of its carrying on war for a long time ? 

A. That again depends on what you mean by "a long" time. 
But I can vouch for the fact that the financial resources of the 
Eepublic are quite sufficient, in view of our (the Boer) estima- 
tion of the probable duration of the war. 

Q. Will the negro natives of South Africa probably be drawn 
into the conflict before its end ? 

A. I will answer for the fact that the Boers will never provide 
the natives with arms to fight the English. The English, however, 
have armed the natives both at Mafeking and in Rhodesia, and the 
Republic has felt itself compelled to publicly protest against such 
a proceeding, which it deems a violation of international law. 

Q. What truth is there in the statement that Boers are using 
the dumdum bullets ? 

A. The Boers do not manufacture dumdum bullets. If it has 
occurred that an isolated soldier has employed such murderous 
projectiles, it is probably because he has employed the rifle and 
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ammunition of some English trooper killed on the battle-field, 
which would only prove that such bullets are used by the .British 
Army. We have no doubt tbat they are, and consider this as a 
special sign of bad faith, considering that, when the outbreak of 
hostilities occurred, the British Government solemnly pledged 
itself not to allow dumdum bullets to be used. 

Q. Have the Boer generals had a military education ? 

A. Excepting in the case of a few artillery officers, who have 
received their military education in Europe, the Boer generals have 
no military education, in the European sense of such a word. But 
they thoroughly know the country they are fighting in, and how 
to fight on such ground. They are full of experience — an experi- 
ence they owe to Great Britain, through the struggles she has 
forced upon them. 

Q. If the Boers are successful will they be satisfied with their 
present boundaries ? 

A. This is a question I prefer not answering. 

Q. If the English are victorious, what will they do? 

A. 1 have nothing to guide me on this point, except what 
every one knows and reads in the English papers, which are not 
in agreement as to what England would do in such a case. 

Q. How will the appointment of Secretary Hay's son be re- 
ceived at Pretoria? 

A. All foreign consuls have, in every circumstance, been re- 
ceived with great courtesy in the Transvaal, and every regard is 
paid to them. Such will certainly be the case with Mr. Hay's son ; 
but I have no special data as to the meaning of his appointment. 

Q. How do the Uitlanders feel about the war? Do they feel 
that it was undertaken really in their behalf, or that England has 
used them merely as a pretext ? 

A. That depends upon the character of the Uitlanders them- 
selves. A great many are fighting in our ranks. Even among those 
who have withdrawn, those who are sincere confess that they are 
only the pretext of the war. We know this. for an actual fact, from 
a letter emanating from Mr. Philipps, one of the principal leaders 
of the Uitlanders. That letter was seized by us on the occasion of 
the Jameson raid. 

Mr. Philipps wrote on June 10th, 1894: 

"I don't want to meddle in politics, and as to the franchise, I 
do not think many people worry about it." 
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And further : 

"I have no desire for political rights, and believe as a whole 
that the community is not ambitious in this respect." 

Q. Did the Boers think that any European country would 
intervene ? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you think any such intervention likely at present ? 

A. It is impossible for me to answer such a question. 

Q. Is it true that many Boer women have also taken up arms ? 

A. It is probable. But I have no precise information on the 
point. 

Q. How could the war have been avoided ? 

A. England had acted in such a manner as to render it ab- 
solutely unavoidable. The Boers did to avoid it everything that it 
was humanly possible to do. 

Q. Is it not likely that there will be a reaction in England 
against the war ? 

A. It appears likely to me. I hope so, not only in the interest 
of the South African Republics, but also in the interest of Great 
Britain herself. 

Q. Can nothing be done to get news about the war from 
Boer sources ? 

A. Quite impossible by cable ; and only with great difficulty 
by mail. 

Q. What will probably be the role of the Afrikanders in 
the contest ? 

A. I think that the English newspapers are answering this 
question. 

Q. Is it true that there was special legislation against the TJit- 
landers ? If so, what was its nature ? 

A. There was no special legislation against the Uitlanders 
There was special legislation regarding them in the matter of pub- 
lic education, and that was all in their favor. 

In a general way, we made no difference between a foreigner 
and a burgher, save, of course, as regards the franchise. And every 
impartial and fair mind will understand that it. was impossible 
for the South African Republic to grant political rights to 
foreigners. Why, the franchise in the Transvaal was denied to 
friendly foreigners of our own race — to the citizens of the Orange 
Free State. Why should we have granted it to Englishmen ? 



